[Atypical joint symptoms as initial symptoms of varicella infection in chronic myeloid leukemia].
A 25-year-old man, known to have chronic myeloid leukaemia for four years, acutely developed a fever of 39.5 degrees and severe pain in the shoulder and hip joints. There was no evidence of joint disease. Treatment with indomethacin briefly improved the symptoms, but within 72 hours the patient developed a fulminant illness with high fever and clinical as well as biochemical signs of a severe consumption coagulopathy. Herpetiform efflorescences appeared over the head and trunk shortly before death. At autopsy there was histological and immunohistochemical evidence of a varicella infection with hepatitis, oesophageal involvement and severe internal organ bleedings. In immune-compromised patients with atypical prodromal symptoms a varicella infection must be considered so that causal treatment with acyclovir and hyperimmune-globulin can be begun in time.